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Health Certificates—WI to MN and Vice Versa 
 

 As of July 2007, horses coming TO Wisconsin FROM Minnesota for 
less than seven days and for the purpose of recreation or show DO 

NOT need a health certificate provided that the horse has a current negative 2008 
Coggin’s test and ownership does not change in the seven days. In WI, a Coggin’s is 
valid for a calendar year only, therefore, Coggin’s tests done in 2007 are not valid in 
WI. Breed associations or shows may still require a health certificate for their event. 
Check before you travel! 

 Horses going TO Minnesota FROM Wisconsin DO NOT need a health certificate for 
participation in trail rides, exhibitions and horse shows. A health certificate is 
required for any other reason. The horse must have a current negative Coggin’s 
within 12 months of the entry date.  

 If you are traveling to any other state, you must meet that state’s requirements for 
entry, the minimum usually being a current Coggin’s and a health certificate.  

 
 

Young Horses Need Dentals, Too! 
 
Starting a young horse this spring? Be sure to have its teeth floated before you start using any 
kind of bit. Young horses can have MORE dental issues than some of the middle aged ones. Most 
young horses have wolf teeth—a small tooth in front of the first cheek tooth on the top. Usually 
horses have two—one on each side, although some horses only have one and some have none.  
This tiny tooth can cause a lot of aggravation because it can be very sharp and pointy and can 
pinch the lip between it and the bit. I’ve removed some wolf teeth that have been fractured by 
overzealous rein handling—ouch! Young horses also lose baby teeth between one and five years 
of age. The new teeth coming in can be very sharp and can lacerate the inside of the mouth 
causing pain and problems eating. Often, small sharp pieces of baby tooth can be found stuck in 
the gums. These are also painful to the horse and need to be removed.  A huge amount of 
discomfort, pain, behavioral issues and trouble eating can be attributed to dental problems. 
Having your young horse floated regularly assures that its mouth will be comfortable and will 
help keep your horse’s attention on your training and not on its mouth pain.



 
 

Joint Supplements Simplified! 
 

Who hasn’t looked at the myriad of joint supplements 
available for horses and been confused and overwhelmed? 
Hundreds are available as pellets, powders and liquids with 
numerous combinations of ingredients and a huge differentiation of 
amounts of active ingredients. Which one to buy is a common 
question. 

The three basic ingredients that you want are: 
glucosamine, chondroitin and MSM. Choose a supplement that 
has the highest amount of each of these per dose. If you are 
comparing products, be sure to compare each product at a 
standard dose such as one ounce (get out your calculator for this 
one!). There is no standardization among products for the amount 
to give your horse for one serving. For some products, an ounce 
is a serving others may be 2 ounces, 1/3 ounce, etc. 
Comparing them all at the same measure can help you choose one 
with high levels of active ingredients. 

Which horses may benefit from supplements? Nearly all 
of them. Young horses; horses in training of any kind; horse being 
ridden at any level; horses that are competing heavily and/or 
competing in stressful events such as reining, roping, jumping, 
dressage, eventing; horses that have already sustained injuries or that 
have a tendency to be generally stiff/sore; horses that have had 
surgery on any joint; and all older horses, especially those that 
have arthritis and any degree of chronic lameness. 

What do glucosamine, chondroitin and MSM do? 
They can help maintain healthy cartilage and joint fluid; can 
decrease the inflammatory response in joints, can decrease damage 
from joint inflammation; can make your horse more comfortable 
and decrease stiffness; and can help decrease the amount of bute or 
other anti-inflammatory it may need in conjunction with the 
supplement. 

To cut down on the math for you, the following 
supplements have the highest levels of the three ingredients of interest 
(all are from catalogs/websites from the companies listed below—
not all of the stores may have all of these products, so you’ll still 
need to shop around): HylaSport, Joint Discovery EQ II 
(Painted Pony Equine carries this product), ReitSport, ReitSport 
HA, SmartFlex III-Ultra, SmartFlex Repair, SmartFlex Senior, 
and Tri-Sport. Some of these have additional ingredients that you 
may be looking for such as yucca, Vitamin C, etc. 

Where do you get joint supplements? United Vet Equine, 
Country Vet Supply, State Line Tack, Smart Pak Equine, etc. are 
good places to start price shopping. All have websites and 
catalogs. Even though some products are expensive, you get more 
bang for your buck (higher quality ingredients that are in a form 
that your horse’s body is able to use instead traveling straight 
through and coming out the back end) if you purchase well-known 
brands in the mid to higher price ranges. 

 While this isn’t an all-inclusive discussion of 
every joint supplement out there, it should give you information to 
help choose a product to get you started. Horses do not respond 
identically to supplements! Some are greatly improved, while you may 
not notice a difference in others. Pick a supplement and try it for a 
month or two. If you don’t think it’s helping, choose another one 
and try it. Palatability can be an issue for some horses. Some 
companies will accept returns if your horse won’t eat their product. 
Check before you buy.  

Will supplementation eliminate the need for medication? 
No. You will still likely need other anti-inflammatory medication 
for horses with injuries and chronic inflammation, but may be able 
to use less and give it less often, if your horse responds favorably 
to a supplement. 

Vaccinations 
 

The AAEP (American Association of Equine 
Practitioners) has recently updated their vaccine 
recommendations for both adult horses and foals, and 
it’s recommended that ALL vaccinations programs  
be developed in consultation with a veterinarian. 
 
Adult Core Vaccines: 
 

Eastern and Western Encephalomyelitis 
(EEE/WEE)  Tetanus 
West Nile Virus (WNV) 
Rabies 
 
**EEE/WEE/tetanus/WNV are available in one 
vaccine. Rabies is separate. 
 
Adult Non-core Vaccines 
 



Equine Herpesvirus (EHV) 
Influenza (flu) 
Strangles 
Potomac Horse Fever (PHF) 
Equine Viral Artertitis (EVA) 
Rotavirus  
Botulism 
Anthrax 
 
Foal Core Vaccines: 
***Please call for assistance in determining the 
appropriate vaccination protocol for your foal. 
 
Same as for adult horses, but booster shots will 
be necessary and the age at which vaccinations 
are started differ depending on whether or not 
the mare was vaccinated. 
 
Foal Non-core Vaccines: 
 
Equine Herpesvirus (EHV) 
Influenza 
EVA-colts only 
Botulism 
PHF 
Strangles 
 
Call or email to receive a copy of the 
complete vaccination guidelines. 
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Painted Pony Equine Service now accepts VISA, 

Mastercard, Discovery and American Express cards. 
 

New Painted Pony Equine Website 
Available! 

 

ony Equine Service is now 
available online at 

paintedponyvet.com. The 
site lists services provided to horses, 
dogs, and cats; contact information; 

rticles; and the current newsletter.
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lvande@paintedponyvet.com

cat services are available—
check the new website or  
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information. 
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